Public Comment Draft

(C) Appointment of Attorney to Indigent Criminal Defendant

(1) Upon determination by the Court that the defendant is indigent, the defendant will
be appointed a state-licensed attorney. The Court will assign the Advocate Program or
another Nation’s program designated to provide criminal defense services through a Court
order.

(a) The assigned program will determine if there is a state-licensed attorney
available in the program to represent the defendant. If that program is unable to
represent the defendant, the assigned program will, within ten days of receiving the
assignment, court order, and charging documents, file a notice of conflict.

(b) The assigned program will then determine, as soon as practicable, whether
there is a state-licensed conflict attorney contracted by the Nation available to
provide criminal defense services.

(c) If there is no conflict attorney available, the Court may set the matter for a
hearing or address the issue at the pretrial hearing consistent with the rules adopted
by the chief judge.




