
S-ke:g Tas! Welcome to the latest edition
of our newsletter. Spring has finally arrived
and many plants across our beautiful
desert home are in bloom. But our
administration has not stopped to smell
the flowers – we are continuing to move
forward on a range of important issues
impacting the Tohono O’odham Nation.

I was proud to recently have had the 
opportunity to meet with leaders of our 
three sister tribes. We discussed the urgent 
need to work together to protect our 
people’s mutual interests. It was a great 
example of how together we are stronger. 
You will find more details about the 
meeting and our next steps on page 3.

The Vice Chairwoman and I continue to 
work with the Legislative Council and staff 
to stand up for the Nation’s rights in the 
face of continued attacks on our rights and 
resources by the Trump Administration. 
An update on the latest activity can be 
found on page 2.

I also had the pleasure of joining Vice 
Chairwoman Johnson and the Legislative 
Council in a virtual town hall on the 
Trump Administration’s proposed 
alternatives for BIE schools. It was a great 
opportunity to hear comments from tribal 
members about this misguided proposal 
and I want to thank everyone who took the 
time to participate in the town hall. More 
detail on this issue is on page 2.

In recent weeks, we have also said goodbye 
to a great statesman and champion of the 
Tohono O'odham Nation, the late 
Congressman Raúl Grijalva. He represented 
the Nation in Congress for more than two 
decades and was always there when we 
needed an ally. I had the bittersweet honor 
of joining with leaders from Arizona and 
across the country to say farewell to our 
good friend at his celebration of life. You 
can read more on page 2

Raúl Grijalva set an example for all of us on 
how to stand up for your principles and do 
the right thing. He always put the people 
first in everything he did. His legacy serves 
as an inspiration for all of us to better serve 
our communities, to hold true to our values, 
and to stand tall against external forces that 
do not share our interests. Together we are 
stronger!

Verlon Jose, Chairman
Tohono O'odham Nation

Arizona Real ID Deadline is May 7
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Starting May 7, 2025, a normal Arizona driver’s license might not be enough to get you on an airplane. You 
will need to get a new type of card that complies with Real ID requirements, called the Arizona Travel ID. 
You can get this either as a driver’s license or as a basic ID card if you do not drive. Real IDs are made of 
material that is more difficult to counterfeit and they expire after eight years. Children under 18 do not need 
a Real ID.

To get a Real ID compliant identification card, visit the Arizona Motor Vehicle Division’s website at 
azdot.gov/mvd to fill out an application and make an appointment at one of the agency’s offices near you. 
You will need to provide one document for proof of birth, two documents for proof of address, and a 
Social Security number. Details are on the MVD website.

It is understood from federal officials that the Nation’s current tribal ID will continue to be 
accepted at airports and also at border crossings for regular travel into and out of Mexico. However, it is 
recommended that tribal members carry multiple forms of photo ID with them at all times in the event that 
there is any confusion.. The Nation is also committed to developing Enhanced Tribal ID cards and is in the 
process of securing the necessary technology for adding RFID chips to the ID cards.

ASU Honors Tohono O'odham Nation for Longtime Partnership 
Chairman Jose and Vice Chairwoman Johnson represented the Tohono O’odham Nation at the ASU 
SPARKs Success awards dinner in Phoenix on April 15. The Nation was recognized for its many years of 
support for recruiting and retaining native students and faculty at ASU. 

The Chairman and Vice Chairwoman were proud to accept this 
award on behalf of the Nation. They are committed to helping 
provide O’odham students and scholars with the resources they need 
to succeed at all three of Arizona's state universities, at community 
colleges, or at any other school of their choosing.

Photos, clockwise from top right: 1) Chairman Jose at ASU's Mountain America 
Stadium for the awards event; 2) Chairman Jose and Vice Chairwoman Johnson 
with dignitaries including ASU Vice President of Tribal Relations Jacob Moore; 
3) Chairman Jose addresses attendees at the awards ceremony, with Vice
Chairwoman Johnson and Patrick Andrews, the Nation's Director of Education.
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