Waila! Making the People

Happy
Saturday, October 24, 2009

Free and open to the public

This program takes place at the
Tohono O’odham Nation Cultural
Center and Museum in Topawa, AZ
(near Sells). After being treated to a
free guided tour of the museum, you
will enjoy an outdoor screening of
the feature film Waila! Making the
People Happy (one hour).
Filmmaker Daniel Golding will be on
hand to discuss his movie, as will
Angelo Joaquin, Jr., the co-founder
of Tucson’s Waila Festival and ASM
staff member (his family members,
the Joaquin Brothers, are featured
in the movie), AND THEN dance the
evening away under the stars ata
live waila concert by Sounds of the
Desert, led by Alex Gomez.
Traditional foods will be available
for purchase.

4 and 5 p.m. Museum tours

6 p.m. Film screening

7:15 p.m. Q&A and discussion
8 p.m. Waila concert and dance

Arizona State Museum is offering
motor coach transportation to this
event for its members. The cost is
$50 per person and includes
transportation, en-route lectures,
snacks, and dinner at the beautiful
new Desert Rain Café in Sells,
which receives rave reviews for its
natural, gourmet fare. For
membership information contact
Darlene Lizarraga at 520-626-

8381 or dfiI@email.arizona.edu

www.statemuseum.arizona.edu
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September 24, 2009

Reservation Rhythms

(University of Arizona, Tucson) A lively celebration of film,
music and dance on Oct 24 explores the O’odham
tradition of WAILA.

Part of Arizona State Museum’s (ASM) and the UA
Hanson Film Institute’s annual Native Eyes Film
Showcase, Waila! Making the People Happy takes place
at the Tohono O’odham Nation Cultural Center and
Museum in Topawa, AZ, near Sells.

“This event takes our Native Eyes Film Showcase out to
the reservation and in this case, places the film in its
rightful cultural context,” said Lisa Falk, ASM’s education
director and co-coordinator of Native Eyes.

Activities are:

4 and 5 PM: Free guided tours of the beautiful Tohono
O’odham Nation Cultural Center and Museum

6 PM: Outdoor screening of the feature film Waila! Making
the People Happy (one hour)

7:15 PM: Discussions with filmmaker Daniel Golding, and
co-founder of Tucson’s Waila Festival and ASM staff
member Angelo Joaquin, Jr. (his family members, the
Joaquin Brothers, are featured in the movie)

8-10 PM: Waila concert by Sounds of the Desert, led by
Alex Gomez. Dancing is encouraged and inevitable!

Traditional foods available for purchase
This event is free and open to the public!

The film, Waila! Making the People Happy, aired last April
on KUAT in a truncated format. The full, one-hour version
will be introduced and discussed by the filmmaker, Daniel
Golding, at this event.

The music the O’odham call waila is derived from the
Spanish word for dance, baila, and is a blend of European
instruments infused with modern-day electric keyboards
and guitars.



Filmmaker Daniel Golding, a member of the Quechan Indian
Nation, started the waila film project in 2000 while at San
Francisco State University film school. Before that, in 1997, he
started Hokan Media Productions as a means to produce social
issue documentary narrative films. His many films have been
screened nationally and internationally (www.hokanmedia.com).

Waila! brings viewers on a journey of musical evolution,
introducing first the famous Joaquin Brothers, who were
instrumental in developing the musical genre more commonly
known as “chicken scratch,” and then by introducing some of the
younger waila musicians and exploring where the traditions are
headed next.

This music “is so different than what people perceive Native
people to be,” Golding said in a recent interview with Native
American Public Telecommunications. “Their thoughts on music
is traditional music, you know, drums, things like that. Here’s this
contemporary music. | thought it would be neat to break those
stereotypes or perceptions of what Native people are.”

In November, Native Eyes Film Showcase occurs in Tucson with
a wonderful line up of cutting edge films by award-winning Native
filmmakers including some produced by youth. Check Arizona
State Museum’s web site for the offerings on Nov 12-14:
http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu/public/index.shtml
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For images contact Darlene Lizarraga at 520-626-8381 or
dfl@email.arizona.edu

Lisa Falk can be reached at 520-626-2973 or falk@email.arizona.edu

Daniel Golding can be reached at 928-726-6244 (h), 928-446-1871 (cell) or
dgolding@hokanmedia.com

Angelo Joaquin, Jr. can be reached at 520-621-4523 or
ajoaquin@email.arizona.edu
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DRIVING DIRECTIONS
The Tohono O’odham
Nation Cultural Center
and Museum is in
Topawa, AZ.

From Tucson: Head
west on Ajo Road to Ajo
Hwy/Hwy 86 for 65
miles to Sells. Enter the
town of Sells by turning
left at either the
business district/police
department turn off or
the hospital /Basha’s
turn off. See the sign to
Topawa and San Miguel
and turn on to Federal
Route 19. Go south on
Federal Route 19 about
7 miles to the
Baboquivari District
Office and go left on
Fresnal Canyon Road.
Continue on this dirt
road for about a quarter
mile to the museum. See
page 3 for map.

This event is part of the 6t annual
Native Eyes Film Showcase,
presented in collaboration with the
Tohono O’odham Cultural Center
and Museum. Native Eyes Film
Showcase is a production of
Arizona State Museum and the
UA's Hanson Film Institute, in
collaboration with the
Smithsonian's National Museum of
the American Indian. Native Eyes
is made possible in part by a grant
from the Arizona Humanities
Council and with additional
support from the UA College of
Law.
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Open Monday-Saturday 10-4

Closed: Mew Year's Eve, New

North

Fresnal Canyon Road

Year's Day, Good Friday, Holy

Saturday, October 4, Thanksgiving

Day, Thanksgiving Friday,

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day
NOTE In 2009 and 2010, the museum will
be closed for all holidays observed by the
Tohono O’odham Nation: the ones listed
above, plus Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor
Day, Native American Day, Veterans Day,
Martin Luther King Day, Presidents Day and
any special Executive directives. Please call to
be sure that we are open.
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